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is possible; How human beings, such as we are, came
to have any religion at all; what religion is, and
how it came to be what it is.

When we are engaged in the science of language,
our first object is, not to find out whether one lan-
guage is more perfect than another, whether one con-
tains more anomalous nouns or miraculous verbs than
another. We do not start with a conviction that in
the beginning there was one language only, or that
there is at present, or that there will be in the future,
one only that deserves to be called a language. No :
we simply collect facts, classify them, try to under-
stand them, and hope thus to discover more and more
the real antecedents of all language, the laws which
govern the growth and decay of human speech, and
the goal to which all language tends.

It is the same with the science of religion. Each
of us may have his own feeling as to his own mother-
tongue, or his own mother-religion ; but as historians
we must allow the same treatment to all. We have
simply to collect all the evidence that can be found
on the history of religion all over the world, to sift
and classify it, and to try thus to discover the necessary
antecedents of all faith, the laws which govern the
growth and decay of human religion, and the goal to
which all religion tends. Whether there ever can be
one perfect universal religion, is a question as difficult
to answer as whether there ever can be one per-i
feet universal language. If we can only learn
that even the most imperfect religion, like the most
imperfect language, is something beyond all concep-
tion wonderful, we shall have learnt a lesson which is
worth many a lesson in. the various schools of theology.
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